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Year 9 Options 2026
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• Timeline
• Visit subjects
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Our aim
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5 year journey



Together we make a positive difference 

An ambitious curriculum
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Breadth vs depth

•Broad and balanced

•Ensure students get 
enough time to study 
their subjects in 
sufficient depth
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The English Baccalaureate 

• A suite of qualifications:
• English language and literature

• Maths

• Science

• History or Geography

• A Language

• The EBACC is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s 
options open for further study and future careers
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Rationale
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Beyond EBACC: Breadth is important

• It’s important to get breadth and consider a range of non-EBACC courses. 

• Eg WHO research on role of creative subjects in improving wellbeing

• Or music: ‘Choice of music at KS4 was associated with greater academic 
performance on English Baccalaureate subjects’- Levstek et al, 2023
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Number of GCSEs

• Students need sufficient time to study subjects in depth
• Colleges do not expect more than 8 GCSEs
• Universities only look at top 8 GCSEs
• 2025 National average number of GCSEs: 7.8 GCSEs
• Average number of GCSEs- downward trend nationally
• In line with most other local schools
• Statistics and further maths also offered in Y11 as additional GCSEs

Kibworth Mead Manor 

High

Gartree Beauchamp Welland 

Park

Robert Smyth

Number of 

Qualifications

8/9 (if they take 

Triple Science)

9 9 9/10 8/9 9
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Core GCSE subjects

• English Language

• English Literature

• Maths

• Science

Curriculum 2026

• All students will study the following GCSE subjects
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Non-examined statutory subjects

• PSHE

• PE

• Religious Education

Curriculum 2026

• All students will study the following statutory non-examined subjects
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Curriculum 2026

Options

• History or Geography 
or French or Spanish
•2 other options
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2026 Options subjects

• Fine Art

• Business

• Computer Science

• Design Technology

• Drama

• Economics

• French

• Food preparation and nutrition

• Geography

• Health and Social Care

• History

• Music

• PE GCSE

• Religious Studies

• Sociology

• Spanish

• Sports Studies
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• History or Geography or 
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2026 Options subjects

• Fine Art

• Business

• Computer Science

• Design Technology

• Drama

• Economics

• French

• Food preparation and nutrition

• Geography

• Health and Social Care

• History

• Music

• PE GCSE

• Religious Studies

• Sociology

• Spanish

• Sports Studies
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Options

Avoid the two pairings 
that narrow the 
curriculum too much
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Double or Separate Science

• Separate science (triple science)- 3 GCSEs

• Double science (trilogy; combined science)- 2 GCSEs

• These have the same curriculum time

• Not part of options process 
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Choices for EBACC option

• Students will be asked to state their first and second choice

• French

• Spanish

• Geography

• History
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Choices for options 2 and 3

• Students will be asked to state their first and second choice for each 
option

• This will be done by ranking 4 options 

• We will build a curriculum to give as many students as possible their 
first choice

• We cannot guarantee students’ first choice

• We cannot guarantee all courses will run
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Timescale

• Year 9 Options evening 29 January 2026

• Assembly to students 30 January 2026

• Year 9 Parents’ evening 5 February 2026

• Tutor time discussions

• Time to discuss with teachers

• Deadline for completion of forms 9 am Friday 27 February 2026

• Options processed March 

• Options finalised- after Easter
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Make informed choices

• Think about what you are good at

• Think about what you enjoy

• Choose the subject not the teacher

• Don’t pick based on what your friends are choosing

Work hard- be kind- be proud
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Tonight

• Look through booklet

• Talk to subject leaders- find out about 
the subjects

• Talk to your child- discuss their 
interests, goals and future plans
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Recap

• Make informed choices

• 3 option choices 

• 1 choice of 
History/Geography/Spanish/French

• 2 free choices (rank 4 choices total). 

• Deadline: 9 am Friday 27 February 
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Subject fair

• In Sports Hall

• Find out about the subjects

• Talk to teachers

• Have an open mind
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