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Measuring in Science 
These are the standard units we use in science. 

Quantity being 
measured 

Name of unit Symbol 

length metre m 

mass kilogram kg 

time second s 

force Newton N 

temperature degrees Celsius °C 

speed  metres per 
second 

m/s 

area square metres m2 

volume cubic metres m3 

 
 
 
Variables in Science 
 
 
Independent variable – The variable that you change. 
Dependent variable – The variable that you measure. 
Control variable – The variable that you keep the same. 
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Equipment 
Here is some common equipment used in science lessons. You will need to be 
able to use this equipment properly. 

Equipment Name Equipment Name 

 

Test 
tube 

 

Measuring 
cylinder 

 

Boiling 
tube 

 

Tripod 

 

Beaker  

 

Gauze 

 

Conical 
flask (i.e. 
cone-
shaped) 

 

Bunsen 
burner 

 

Crucible 

 

Filter funnel 
(with paper) 

 
Tongs 

 
Test tube 
holders 

 

Mortar 
and 
pestle 

 

Thermometer 

 

Pipe clay 
triangle 

 

Test tube 
holder 

 

Stand 
boss and 
clamp 

 

Balance 

 
Dropping 
pipette 

 Evaporating 
basin 

 Glass rod  Spatula 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://static.coleparmer.com/large_images/63100_50.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.coleparmer.com/buy/product/4412-cole-parmer-high-form-crucible-cover-porcelain-15ml.html&usg=__nWHGR47xVb7_RC0BTFdWrneOlx4=&h=600&w=600&sz=14&hl=en&start=19&sig2=YxBYWvAjlpVYlHmS9ovu7Q&zoom=1&tbnid=0NvRBmKCls_0kM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&ei=T_PCUbCQFcamhAeHl4DADQ&prev=/search?q=crucible+science&um=1&safe=vss&hl=en&sout=1&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CFAQrQMwEg
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/d/8/8/8/1258912194880565427olagosta_Mortar_with_pestle.svg&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-43241.html&usg=__1_9mF1Cd9GKgyUY7YEwQZdcz0cY=&h=350&w=400&sz=10&hl=en&start=6&sig2=izCWia6pepzfx--mNbK1ww&zoom=1&tbnid=NT9mi5Su2vcc7M:&tbnh=109&tbnw=124&ei=F-zCUfGTA8m4hAfU4oDoAw&prev=/search?q=mortar+and+pestle+diagram&um=1&safe=vss&hl=en&sout=1&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDYQrQMwBQ
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img.alibaba.com/img/pb/757/243/365/365243757_046.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Precision-Digital-Balance-Scale-10kg-0-1g-Accurate-/300538260432&usg=__LfXvwJl7zwlZWJDKi7t_Znk-Uk4=&h=508&w=597&sz=26&hl=en&start=14&sig2=hgEPPFK20bOD0CwR_Nl89Q&zoom=1&tbnid=6luyTx6ooGfn2M:&tbnh=115&tbnw=135&ei=O-7CUYi7IrKS7Abm0oG4DA&prev=/search?q=digital+balance&um=1&safe=vss&hl=en&sout=1&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEYQrQMwDQ
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Standard Equipment Drawings 
There are standard symbols for each of the equipment shown above.  
The diagrams below show some apparatus along with their symbols and uses. 
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