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* Broad and balanced

*Ensure students get
enough time to study
their subjects in
sufficient depth

Together we make a positive difference
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The English Baccalaureate

* A suite of qualifications:
* English language and literature
* Maths
* Science
* History or Geography
* A Language

* The EBACC is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s
options open for further study and future careers
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<] Research Brief
Changing the subject

Dr Rebecca Allen and Dave Thompson, Education Datalab
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EBacc improves pupils’ chances of studying A-
levels

Alix Robertson

Studying subjects in the English Baccalaureate
increases the likelihood that a student will stay on at
school and sit A-levels, regardless of their ability,
according to new research.

Students who pursue the full range of EBacc subjects — maths, English,

science, history or geography, and a language — between the ages of 14 and
16 have “a greater probability of progression to all post-16 educational

outcomes”, while taking applied GCSEs has “the opposite effect,” according
to researchers Vanessa Moulton, Morag Henderson, Jake Anders and Alice

Sullivan.

What Skills Can You Gain by Studying Humanities?

Published On: October 13, 2017

The humanities teach students creative thinl-qing skills, reasoning, and the best ways to ask quastions. These are

fundamental skills that allow us to perform

Il in all fields, from art and music to business and politics.

Humanities studies also teach us about various cultures and how they have evolved over time. While libraries
and schools have always employed those with expertise in the humanities, their value is becoming evident in
other industries, too. The critical thinking skills gained from studying this subject may give you a competitive

an:l'u'antage in business.




Cognitive benefits of language learning: the research

He highlights a few studies based in the UK.

The first, Does bilingualism influence cognitive aging?, was
conducted by cognitive neuroscientist Thomas Bak and others at
the University of Edinburgh in 2014. Around 853 monolingual

people had their cognitive abilities tested in 1947, aged 11 years

old, and then retested in 2008 and 2010, aged 70 and over.

The researchers found those who had learned languages at school
performed significantly better than predicted, with the strongest
effects on general intelligence and reading.

-

Another study, The influence of learning a second language Ir
primary school on developing first language literacy skills,

published by Victoria Murphy, a professor of applied linguistics at
the University of Oxford, and others in 2015, looked at the impact
foreign language instruction had on metalinguistic awareness.

At the end of the 15 weeks, the researchers found the pupils who
had been taught Italian and French outperformed their peers in
English reading accuracy and different aspects of phonological
processing.

They also found those who had learned Italian, outperformed the
French and control groups on some measures, which the
researchers suggested means features of Italian (its transparent
mapping of sounds onto phonemes, for example) might have a
particularly facilitative influence on developing literacy skills.

The report also highlights there are “many paositive influences of
foreign language learning on other aspects of educational
attainment”.
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 Students need sufficient time to study subjects in depth
 Particularly important with covid-related disruption

* Local Colleges do not expect more than 8 GCSEs

* National average over last 4 years: 7.8 GCSEs

e Average number of GCSEs- downward trend nationally
* In line with most other local schools

Kibworth Mead m Welland | Robert Smyth
ngh Park

Number of 8/9 (if they take 9/10 8/9
OIEI[CI{E Triple Science)

Number of GCSEs
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Curriculum 2023

 All students will study the following GCSE subjects

Core GCSE subjects

e English Language
e English Literature

e Maths
e Science
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 All students will study the following statutory non-examined subjects

Curriculum 2023

Non-examined statutory subjects

e PSHE
e PE
e Philosophy and Ethics
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Curriculum 2023

e History or Geography
or French or Spanish
o2 other options
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e History or Geography or
French or Spanish
¢2 other options

* Fine Art

* Business

 Computer Science

* Design Technology

* Drama

* Economics

* French

* Food preparation and nutrition

KIBWORTH MEAD

2023 Options subjects "

 Geography

* History

* Music

 PE GCSE

e Religious Studies
* Sociology

e Spanish

* Sports Studies
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Double or Separate Science

 Separate science (triple science)- 3 GCSEs
* Double science- 2 GCSEs

* These have the same curriculum time

* Not part of options process
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e Students will be asked to state their first and second choice for each
option

Choices for options 2 and 3

* This will be done by ranking 4 options

* We will build a curriculum to give as many students as possible their
first choice

* We cannot guarantee students’ first choice
* We cannot guarantee all courses will run
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Timescale
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* Tutor time programme- Dreams and Goals- this week onwards
* Year 9 Options evening 5 January 2023

* Assembly to students 6 January 2023

* Year 9 Parents’ evening 12 January 2023

* Tutor time discussions

* Time to discuss with teachers

* Deadline for completion of forms Monday 13 February

* Options processed after Feb half term

e Options finalised- Easter
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Make informed choices

* Think about what you are good at

* Think about what you enjoy

* Choose the subject not the teacher

* Don’t pick based on what your friends are choosing
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Tonight

* Look through booklet

* Talk to subject leaders- find out about
the subjects

 Talk to your child- discuss their
interests, goals and future plans
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2023 GCSE Options Booklet for Year 9
| students
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Recap

* Make informed choices
* 3 option choices

* 1 choice of
History/Geography/Spanish/French

2 free choices (rank 4 choices total).
* Deadline: Monday 13 February
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