Fortnightly Newsletter
Week 1, Friday 15th October 2021

Message from the Principal …
Dear Parent/Carer
This has been an exceptional first half term in many ways! It has been a positive and
productive period, most importantly establishing our students’, your children’s, routines,
expectations and return back to full time, face to face, uninterrupted, learning in the
classroom.
This half term, teaching staff have been working really hard with our TMET colleagues to
discuss curriculum sequencing and misconceptions. Our Heads of Department now meet
regularly with other Subject Leaders across the Trust, to share curriculum thinking and
reflect upon the latest research. We have also been working with the Trust to rethink how
we set student targets. Mrs Stockwell has been leading on this and will be providing you
with more details next half term, including a revised and improved reporting system, further
ensuring you are aware of your child’s progress and learning journey. The focus this term
for our staff and students has been to embed our core expectations. These include how to
enter the classroom, Do Now activities to recall and build upon previous learning. So much
learning has been interrupted due to the pandemic, and we are constantly referring and
reflecting on best practice and research, to support our students to be the best they can be.
I have been delighted to watch and hear about the array of extra-curricular activities we
have offered this half term, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Band practice
Drama Club
Dance Club
Sports fixtures, including recreational sports at lunchtime, Dodgeball and Table
Tennis, to name but a few.
Additional language sessions
Art coursework catch up/wellbeing sessions
Theatre trip
Warwick Castle trip

After half term, we will be offering a Homework Club to Years 7/8/9 groups to access the
Library and computers between 3.00 – 4.30 p.m., to offer additional support with
homework for students. If you would like your child to attend, please email

hstockwell@kibworth-tmet.uk Please be aware that transport is not available at this time,
but we are looking into this …
Year 11 will be preparing for their Mock Exams coming up and Mrs Stockwell will be
updating you with additional opportunities for them to access.
We have been so fortunate to continue with minimal disruptions due to Covid-19 this half
term; however, please be reassured we still monitor and track our close contacts and
positive cases. We are required to report these weekly to the Local Authority and
Department of Education, who then review our details and advise accordingly. It is still
imperative that we all continue to be vigilant, uphold enhanced hygiene routines whilst
supporting each other through regular Lateral Flow testing. We strongly advise you to
Lateral Flow test your child before they return to school on 25th October. Not only will this
protect them, it will also protect families and the community.
To expect to come back from 18 months of disruption and significant change without having
any wrinkles to iron out would have been unrealistic; however, what I can say is that our
students, your children, have shown true resilience and determination not to let the past
events dictate the future. It is important we remember this, but also to respect and reflect
upon this period to allow us all to learn from what was positive and effective during these
times, and also how this many have impacted on our students.
Having returned to school on the 24th of August, our current data and reporting systems are
demonstrating a significant increase in demand for our services, particularly as they relate
to dealing with increased student anxiety, in and beyond the classroom. Therefore, having
read various research papers and reflected upon best practices, we will be introducing a
Resilience Room for students to access.
What is the purpose of the Resilience Room (RR)?
The Resilience Room will provide students with a centrally located educational area to
access support. The RR will be supported by a team of staff and will provide access to
appropriately trained staff, including:
•
•
•
•

Mental Health Youth worker trained staff
Behaviour Mentor
SEND Mentor
Progress Leader

The Resilience Room will provide students with an opportunity to work with staff to
complete and discuss their ‘Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning’ (SEAL) form with a
member of staff to support them to better understand themselves, their anxieties and how
they can improve their learning behaviours. Appropriate details will also be shared with
teaching staff, to advise them how best to support students access their learning. Students
will access the RR via invitation; however, they will be able to request an appointment too.

How will students be identified to access the Resilience Room?
Mrs Robson, working with the ADOLs and Progress Leaders, has already analysed the data
from August to now. Individual students will be invited to attend sessions based upon this
current data. Any student removed for a C3 will also have access to the RR, when deemed
appropriate, to support them with their SEAL discussion, and to ensure a swift return to live
lessons and or face to face lessons. This will ensure our students still feel connected with
their learning and lesson content, whilst being supported to better understand their
learning behaviours and for our staff to signpost other internal or external support as
appropriate.
Will the Resilience Room replace the Wellbeing Centre?
No, the Resilience Room will not replace the Wellbeing Centre. The Wellbeing Centre will
still be available for students to access, as they do currently, at break and lunchtimes. Any
significant changes will be discussed with students and their families.
Will I be contacted if my child has an invitation to the RR?
Yes, we aim for this to be a positive opportunity for our students, their families and teaching
staff to better understand their needs post ‘Lockdown’, whilst also offering them the
focussed support they may need.
Thank you for your ongoing support and kindness – it is greatly appreciated by all staff. I
hope you and your family have a lovely half term break, and we look forward to welcoming
the students back on Monday 25th October.
Stay safe, stay healthy, stay positive.
Yours faithfully

EMMA MERRY
Principal

Dear Parent/Carer
Important information about nuts, peanuts, and seafood at Kibworth Mead Academy
Food allergies are a growing concern in educational establishments throughout the UK and
Ireland.
Here at Kibworth Mead Academy we currently have students who attend this school who
have allergies to certain foods groups which are so severe that they have emergency
medication in school to treat this. The affected students may have a severe reaction to
nuts, peanuts and seafood.
Individuals affected with a food allergy may suffer a severe or even fatal reaction if they eat,
or in some cases simply come into contact, with their allergen. Even skin contact with
surfaces contaminated with these allergens can cause a severe reaction. The health and
safety of every child and young person in our care is very important to us and I am asking
you to help us to provide a secure educational environment.
In the uniform section on the website under banned items, you will note that nuts are listed
as banned items in this school as they are in a more strict category and should under no
circumstances be brought into school in packed lunches, snacks, or as food ingredients for
cooking lessons. This also includes foods with nut content, for example Nutella, so
therefore please read labels carefully. Please note this ban is for the whole school premises
including the playground areas. To clarify, any food with nuts in is banned from the school
site.
Please be advised that there is valuable information on our website, under the parent
section on Allergy Awareness and we would be most grateful if you would click on links and
have a discussion with your child regarding this.
What do I do if my child/young person does have a food allergy?
If your child/young person does have a food allergy, you will need to provide us with an
Emergency Action Plan of their allergy/condition from the prescribing doctor and provide
the school with their prescribed emergency medication / auto -injector and also encourage
them to carry a spare one for their journey to and from school and to take to PE
lessons. This information will be shared with the LCC Catering and an alert added to their
food account.
We would like to thank you in advance for your support in this matter and if you require any
further information regarding this please do not hesitate to contact the school via
info@kibworth-tmet.uk and thank you for respecting this rule and keeping our school safer
environment.
Kind regards,
KMA

Dear Parent/Carer,
Recently we put out an advert for Exam Invigilator positions at our school due to some of
normal team being unavailable. Unfortunately, there has been a low number of applicants.
This is a really important part time role, as it enables us to put all the provisions in place to
oversee our students through their exams. We also need to support our students whose
specific access arrangements cannot be accommodated in the main hall. This means we
need Invigilators in all of these extra rooms as well as the main hall.
Many of our Invigilators in the past and present have been people who work part time or
have retired.
Our November exams are taking place between Monday 1st November and Thursday 18th
November. We then have exams scheduled for 28th February to 11th March. The summer
season of national exams normally starts mid-May. Normally, our Invigilators work from
8am to approximately 1:30pm, including a break, for mock exams (November and March).
Finish times are sometimes earlier; it depends on the length of the second exam. The early
start includes setting out the papers for the morning exams. Invigilators do not need to be
available every day during the exam period, but being able to help at more than one session
is useful.
Currently, we suspect we are going to be short of Invigilators for the upcoming Year 11
mock exams, so we are seeking support from our parents to see if you are able to, or if you
know someone who would be interested, in an Invigilator role.
I would urge you to get in contact with us if you are in a position to help with these exams,
or subsequent exams later in the year. Contracts are on a casual basis and the hourly rate is
£9.56. Full training will be given to any successful applicants
The above post is subject to a satisfactory DBS Enhanced Disclosure Certificate with Barred
List check (child) via the Disclosure and Barring Service.
Human Resources: hr@kibworth-tmet.uk
Kind regards
Helen Stockwell
Vice Principal

Supporting your child through their GCSEs
This document is designed to summarise key research into the best revision practices.
Before you succumb and spend a fortune on revision guides for your child, read this.

Image from the parent section of GCSE pod.

How memory works and the best ways to study
It is not news to you that unless we use information, we forget it. How many of us do not
remember the name of someone we were introduced to 5 minutes earlier? To move
information into our long-term memory, make it stick and then make it easy to use takes
effort. We want to make the effort our students put in count. Make it effective, getting
better results for their time so they want to continue to study, rather than feeling it is
making no difference.

The diagram below summarises some of the basics of how our memory works using The
Multi Store Model proposed by Atkinson & Shiffrin 1968. In subsequent years, as research
has furthered, more detailed models have been proposed and adopted. For the purposes of
this article, the Multi Store Model contains enough detail.

Step 1: Sensory memory. This can be sight, sound, touch, we process information from
many different sources. However, if at this very first stage we are not actively paying
attention to that information, it will be lost. Someone can be speaking to you, but if you are
thinking about something else you may not even be able to recall what they have just said
to you, or that it was you they were talking to in the first place.
Step 2: Working memory. Information has reached the working memory if action is not
taken at this point through rehearsal, then that information can be lost and never reaches
the long-term memory. Like the name example mentioned earlier, attention was paid, but
because the name was not then used 5 minutes later you cannot remember it.
Step 3 & 5: Elaborative rehearsal. Using the information in a complex way, such as applying
it to a question, linking it to other concepts helps with encoding. This then builds the
pathways to and from the long-term memory.
Step 4: Long term memory. Information once in the long-term memory is only going to be
easily accessible and therefore easy to use if you continue to rehearse the information (step
5). Re-visiting the information at increasing time lapses will strengthen the connections to
working memory and make the information easier and quicker to retrieve. Has it ever
happened, someone asks you something, you know you know the answer/word but just
can’t say it? Then a week later, the answer/word is suddenly there in your head. This is an
example of the information always having been there, but the connections to the working
memory were too weak, so your brain struggled to retrieve the information.
We want our students to be able to store, retrieve and apply information effectively and
quickly, to lessen some of the stress of exams.

How you can help your child store and retrieve information from their longterm memory.
Reducing potential attention blockers; if things go wrong at this stage, then any time spent
working is completely wasted! No-one wants to do an activity that takes time and has no
impact.
•
•
•

TV: You cannot give your work your full attention if it is on, so your time used is less
efficient.
Crowded room: Conversations, activities can be distracting. As adults we are better
at zoning out distractions.
Music: Yes, we love a sing along, but if you’re singing to your favourite song, where is
your attention? Unless you are linking a song to information to help aid encoding
and retrieval.

•
•
•

Hunger: It is distracting, make sure they are not hungry before working, they cannot
help this one. It will take over the sensory processing as a priority.
Phone: Try, yes try, to remove it from the study area or have it turned off for a short
time.
Time: Short sets of work interleaved with different topics. No longer than 50 minutes
on a single activity/subject. Put in a break unless they are doing a timed exam paper.

We are not saying students need to work constantly isolated from family in a silent room,
but there needs to be balance. Separate studying from relaxing, so they can still enjoy
themselves with hobbies and interests.
Teenagers - sometimes they just don’t want to listen to teachers, sometimes they don’t
want to listen to their parents. So let’s try someone closer to their own age. The exams
coach has some great videos on YouTube talking about studying which use strategies backed
by the educational research this presentation is based on.

Online platforms that support the key principles of rehearsal and
retrieval as a way to study recommended by our teachers.
www.GCSEpod.com
All students have Kibworth have free access to GCSE pod. Their login details are the same as
their school computer details. The site can be accessed through the school’s website.
Why it is good … It contains little videos, which explain information on any subject, students
then get questions to answer based on the information. The videos are only 5 minutes long
and there is an app version so it can go on phones, so can be used anywhere. All of the
school’s GCSE courses are already loaded, so it knows which exam boards we use. The
Science department is using this for homework.

www.mathswatchvle.com
All students at Kibworth have free access to mathswatch. The Maths department use this
site to set homework.
Why it is good … It contains videos for nearly the entire GCSE Maths specification, from the
absolute basics at KS1 to the grade 8 GCSE skills. Tasks focus on a skill, but increase the
difficulty. Then a new task will test the same skill in a different way (elaborative rehearsal).
Teachers are able to create bespoke tasks for their classes. The Kibworth Maths curriculum
is based on interleaving, hence the essential skills 25 question sheets we use in lessons or as
homework.

www.senecalearning.com
This platform has a free version and a premium version, which requires a subscription fee. It
covers all GCSE qualifications and A level content too.
Why it is good … It contains videos and blocks of information to read. It then asks questions
which require retrieving and applying the information. The exams coach explains it clearly in
the video in the clip below.

Other subject specific recommendations
www.atimeforgeography.com Great website that covers content up to degree level. A must
look for students taking, or thinking about taking, GCSE geography.
www.kerboodle.com This website contains a digital copy of the textbook and resources
used in language lessons. It includes sound bites to help with listening skills and
pronunciation.
www.corbettmaths.com This website contains past papers to print out, videos and the
brilliant 5 a day. 5 a day is exactly what is says, 5 Maths questions for every day of the
calendar year (answers are provided too). There are different difficulties so can be used for
all students, regardless of ability or age.
So should you buy revision guides? There are some students who will feel security in having
them, but how they use them will make all difference. Don’t just read and highlight, it may
look pretty but it won’t make anything stick in the long-term memory. ATTEND, REHEARSE
and RETRIEVE, then information will stay.
Let’s build good study habits now, that will see your children through their school and
working life and leave them less stressed in the build up to exams. We all want our young
people to be happy and successful in whatever they choose to do.
Helen Stockwell
Vice Principal

Humanities
Teaching and Learning Updates:
History:
-

Year 7 are studying the Norman Conquest - WACKO!
Year 8 have been studying the English Civil War- INTERESTING!
Year 9 are also studying the First World War- WIZARD!
Year 10 have been studying Nazi Germany- GROOVY TUNES!
Year 11 are getting ready for the November Mock Examinations - AND THAT’S THE
WAY THE NEWS GOES!

Geography:
-

Year 7 have been studying Key Geographical Skills - TUBULAR!
Year 8 have been investigating Coasts - WICKED!
Year 9 are looking at Natural Hazards - WHAT WHAT?
Meanwhile, year 10 have been studying Urban Issues - RADICAL!
Finally, year 11s have been studying Natural Hazards - HIGH-FIVE!

-

Year 7s have been studying Christianity - AWESOME SAUCE!
Year 8s have been studying Hinduism - FUNKY!
Year 9s have been looking at Relationships and Families - NEAT!

RE:

Citizenship:
-

Year 11 are studying UK Politics - Now that’s the BEE’S KNEE’S!

Sociology:
-

Year 10 are studying Key Concepts – COOL BEANS!

What have staff been up to?
We have all been working tirelessly to provide a world class education for every student at
Kibworth. Here is a quick video of what we have been up to in school:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQw4w9WgXcQ

Maths
Years 7-11
Students have all been given the opportunity to go into a computer room over the past
couple of weeks, to ensure that they can all access their Mathswatch accounts.
Homeworks should be set on this weekly, but also appear on Student Folder as a reminder.

Years 10 and 11 – Revision Priorities
Have recently undertaken a practice exam paper to help us, and them, understand more
clearly where they are at in the crucial run-in to GCSE exams. For Year 11, this feeds nicely
into their mock exams which begin on Monday November 1st - Essential for Y11 students is
that they take the approximately 100 topics that form GCSE Maths and narrow it down to 510 priorities for their revision – ask your teacher if you’re not sure.

Presentation – all years
With a return to some sort of normal after last year’s COVID disruptions, we have been
focussing on presentation and layout in maths books. The basics are underlining the date
and title, but more important, is whether student’s Maths books are easy to revise from,
with clear notes, obvious to anyone looking at the books. I think you’ll agree these
examples from Y7 books are fantastic on all fronts:

Modern Foreign Languages
@MFLKibworth
Mrs Harris: dharris@kibworth-tmet.uk

Bienvenue! ¡Bienvenido! Welcome!
We would like to say a huge welcome to our new Year 7 students! We
are very impressed by their enthusiasm and by the way in which they
have settled into language lessons. We hope that they will take full
advantage of learning a foreign language and the opportunity to
discover new cultures.
Well done Year 7! Keep it up!

Teaching and Learning Updates:
Vocabulary
Having a wide and varied vocabulary is vital if our students are to become successful
linguists so, this year, students in all year groups will have a weekly learning homework. The
words they are asked to learn will be taken from the
relevant Knowledge Organiser, or from the AQA GCSE
vocabulary list ,and there will be a short test at the
beginning of one of their lessons.
Learning new vocabulary is not always easy, and we
would very much appreciate the support of parents
and carers in encouraging our students to spend time
practicing.
Thank you.

Year 11 PPEs
Our Year 11 students will soon be sitting their ‘mock’ examinations, and, in MFL, we would
like to offer them support so that they feel well prepared and can approach them with
confidence.

In Spanish, Miss Bolivar is expecting all of her students to attend the intervention sessions,
in preparation for the practice speaking examinations after Christmas, which will be held on
Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes.
In French, lunchtime intervention/support sessions will focus on specific skills or topic areas.
Dates for these will be shared with groups next week.

GCSE FILM STUDIES
Mrs Hill: mhill@kibworth-tmet.uk

Year 11 have been working hard on the final films we need to analyse for our exam. This term we are
looking at:

With Spirited Away we are looking at the representation of characters
and culture in the film.

The aesthetics of film is our central focus for Skyfall; we are focussing
on what makes a Bond film. What images do we see on the screen that
you would typically see in a Bond film?

Song of the Sea is an Irish folk tale; with this film we look at narrative.
This means we look at the setting, characters, and character arcs.

Performing Arts
@KMAPerformArts
Mr Wright: dwright@kibworth-tmet.uk
A Message from Mr Wright
What a great feeling to be back in the classroom, allowed to sing, play instruments and to
bring back our ensembles. The last 18 months have seen a significant disruption to the
Performing Arts industry, and that impact has also been felt through the limitations of what
we were allowed to do in schools. As such, we as the Performing Arts Department took the
opportunity to re-group and re-think our curriculum approach and extra-curricular offer.
We’re incredibly proud that we now offer all Key Stage Three Students Music, Dance and
Drama lessons across our curriculum, and we’ve already noticed an increase in confidence
with the addition of Dance to the curriculum. We’ve also launched a whole new set of extracurricular ensembles and activities; more information can be found below and we’re
looking forward to the time, in the near future, when we’ll be allowed to invite parents back
for live concerts. Until then keep an eye out for our concert and performance videos on the
school website.
Mr Wright

News
Humanities and Performing Arts Trip:
‘Six’ at Curve Theatre.
On Tuesday 28th September, Mr Wright and Mr Holmes took 50
students to see ‘Six’, a musical exploring the lives of Henry VII’s
wives. The musical pits the wives against each other to see who had the more miserable life
whilst living with Henry, with the winner being given the chance to become the lead singer
of their stage band Six. In the end the wives realise that they shouldn’t be competing but

celebrating and sharing their stories with the audience, leaving us all to reflect on whether it
really should be ‘Herstory’.
The students were impeccably behaved, and we all had a wonderful evening of live theatre
giving some students their first experience of a live show.
Many thanks also to: Miss Donlan, Mrs Boxall, Mrs Hecks, Mrs Wright and Mrs Goring.

Congratulations
A massive congratulations to Erin T in Year 10 for achieving her Grade
7 on Trombone over the Summer. We’re incredibly proud of her
achievements and a huge thank you to Mr Haigh, our brass teacher,
for his support.

Helen Collins Visit
On Friday 1st October, we were visited singer and choir
leader Helen Collins for a lunchtime singing workshop.
Students from all year groups joined in with singing a
variety of pop music including 2020 TikTok Hit ‘The Weller
Man’.
Helen is currently running a community choir in Kibworth
called Kibworth Creatives for students aged 11-14. For
more information on how to join contact:
helencolins@hotmail.com

Extra-Curricular: Here’s our new extra-curricular timetable …

For more information around Clubs, please contact Mr Wright: dwright@kibworth-tmet.uk

Peripatetic Music Lessons
We’re proud that we can facilitate private instrumental lessons to students of all abilities on
the following instruments:
Brass (Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba etc.), Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Violin,
Guitar (Bass, Acoustic, Electric, Ukulele), Drum Kit, Singing.
Lessons cost on average £10 a week (depending on the instrument) and instrument hire can
be arranged.
If your child is interested in continuing, or starting, to learn and instrument, please contact
Mr Wright: dwright@kibworth-tmet.uk or ask them to see their Performing Arts teacher in
their lesson.

Welcome to PSHE
@PSHEKibworthma
Miss Bolivar-Medina: sbolivar@kibworth-tmet.uk
Miss East: reast@kibwort-tmet.uk
It is a pleasure to be part of such an important, dynamic, and interdisciplinary subject.
This year, the Life Department consists of the following teachers: Mr Inchley, Mrs Morton,
Dr Saadat, Mr Holligan, Mrs Francis, Mrs Gardner, Mr Woodward, Mrs Stockwell and Dr
Blas.
Miss Bolivar-Medina, Miss East and Mrs Robson are in charge of Life lessons in KS3
and Drop-Down Days in KS4.
We also work very closely with Progress Leaders to deliver PSHE content during form time.
For example, in preparation for Antibullying Week in November, all forms have started
writing their Antibullying Pledge. This will be displayed in their form classrooms. Students
have also been asked to create antibullying posters for our PSHE Notice Board.
KS3 students have had an amazing start of their Life lessons and we are very pleased with
their engagement, participation, and commitment.
KS4 students had their first Drop Down Day on Monday 11th of October and spent a day off
timetable working on the topic of Being Me in the World.

We have also planned a variety of workshops and sessions for students to take part during
school time:
•

A County Lines Session in October

•

A session on Knife Crime in November

•

A session on Positive Voices in December.

We look forward to a very successful year ahead and we would like to thank our students
for the hard work shown so far.

Physical Education
Miss R Murley (Director of Learning & Head of PE): rmurley@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr D Blampied (ADOL Y11 & PE): dblampied@kibworth-tmet.uk
Miss R East(HoD PSHE & PE): reast@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr M Stanton (ADOL Y9 & PE): mstanton@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr A Wilkinson (SENCO & PE): awilkinson@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr D Thomas (LSA & PE Support): dthomas@kibworth-tmet.uk

We are back!
The PE department are so excited to be back and ready to engage with our Core PE and
extra-curricular activities. Over the past few weeks, the PE department has been buzzing
with more than 200 students engaging with a wide variety of physical activity and sport. The
whole PE team have been so impressed with all of our students’ willingness to participate,
develop new knowledge, and support one another within the different sporting
environments. As we move throughout the academic year, more opportunities will be
offered to our students, so stay tuned for more information!

Our Curriculum Journey so far ...
Year
7

8

9

Topics covered this half term:
Mixed: OAA & Football
Boys: Football & Netball
Girls: Netball & OAA
Mixed: OAA & Football
Boys: Football & Netball
Girls: Netball & OAA
Mixed: Volleyball & Football
Boys: Football & Netball
Girls: Netball & Volleyball

10

Performance Group: Netball, Football & Mr B’s Group 4 – Basketball & Volleyball
Participation Group: Alternative Games (Ultimate Frisbee, American Football, Kwik Cricket to
name a few)

11

CNAT Sport Studies: R051 - Learning Outcome 1: Understand the issues which affect
participation in sport & Learning Outcome 2: Know about the role of sport in promoting
values
Performance Group: Netball & Football
Participation Group: Alternative Games (Ultimate Frisbee, American Football, Kwik Cricket
to name a few)
GCSE PE: 2.1 Socio-cultural influences – Engagement Patterns, Commercialisation, Ethical
and socio-cultural issues in sport (Violence and Performance Enhancing Drugs)
CNAT Sport Studies: R053 - Learning Outcome 1: Know the personal qualities,
styles, roles and responsibilities associated with effective sports leadership & Learning
Outcome 2: Be able to plan sports activity sessions

What you can look forward to next ...
Year
7

8

9

10

Topics covered next half term:
Mixed: Rugby
Boys: OAA
Girls: Handball
Mixed: Rugby
Boys: OAA
Girls: Handball
Mixed: Rugby
Boys: Health Related Fitness
Girls: Football
Performance Group: Handball, Mr B’s Group 4 – Netball
Participation Group: Healthy Active Lifestyles

11

CNAT Sport Studies: R051 - Learning Outcome 1: Understand the issues which affect
participation in sport & Learning Outcome 2: Know about the role of sport in promoting
values
Performance Group: Handball
Participation Group: Healthy Active Lifestyles
GCSE PE: Mock Exams and then the final topics! 1.1.d. The cardiovascular and respiratory
systems & 1.1.e. Effects of exercise on body systems
CNAT Sport Studies: R053 - Learning Outcome 1: Know the personal qualities,
styles, roles and responsibilities associated with effective sports leadership & Learning
Outcome 2: Be able to plan sports activity sessions

*IMPORTANT*
Please ensure you have the correct PE equipment for your upcoming lessons. Boots are essential for
the use of our 3G and will be needed on the school field. Gum shields are also recommended for
Rugby.

Y11 GCSE PE:
Our Year 11 students will soon be sitting their ‘mock’ examinations, and, in PE, we would like to offer
them support so that they feel well prepared and can approach them with confidence. Miss Murley
has emailed all Y11 students with additional revision tools to support learning over the half-term
break. Additional support sessions for Paper 1 and Paper 2 content will begin in the new half-term.
Miss Murley’s Revision Top Tips:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Revise little but often
Use your knowledge organisers
Practice questions – use your exam technique booklets!
Make sure you take breaks – why not exercise?

Netball and Football Fixture Updates:
It has been a long time coming, but extra-curricular and fixtures are back!! It has been wonderful to
see so many of our students attending extra-curricular activities and representing KMA at sporting
fixtures. The PE Department are incredibly proud of all of our students' efforts, showcasing great
teamwork, resilience and determination to succeed in the different sporting environments. This halfterm our students have been representing KMA in local Netball and Football competitions, as well as
National Cup Football.
Take a look at how we got on below:

Netball
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Football
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Thank you to all the supporters that attended our home fixtures! This created a real buzz
around the school site, and our students really appreciated it!

National Football Cup Update:
Shout out to the U16 Girls’ Football Team!
Our U16 Girls’ Football team put out a stellar
performance in the first round of the National Cup,
beating Ferrers School 4-2, and securing their place
in Round 2. The girls did not have to wait long until
their second performance, drawing St Peter’s
Catholic School, Gloucester in Round 2. After a
long journey, the girls began their second attempt
in the National Cup. Every player stepped onto the
pitch determined to work hard, and showcase the
sporting potential of KMA students. Unfortunately,
on this occasion it was not meant to be, and the
U16 Girls Team were defeated by a very strong St
Peter’s team.

Miss Murley and Mr Blampied are immensely proud of all the students who contributed to
the U16 Girls Team!

Science:
Mr Allard – Head of Science: tallard@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr Inchley – Assistant Head of Science: jinchley@kibworth-tmet.uk
Dr Saadat – Assistant Head of Science: ksaadat@kibworth-tmet.uk
Dr Blas: pblas@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mrs Francis: jfrancis@kibworth-tmet.uk
Mr Woodward: dwoodward@kibworth-tmet.uk
Miss Mulla: amulla@kibworth-tmet.uk

Teaching and Learning Updates:
Topics are taught on a rota basis so vary between classes within the same year group.
Year Group:
7

Topics covered this term:
This is Science
Cells
States
Energy and particles

8

Life Processes
Astronomy
Solutions

9

Energy
Cells
Atoms
Chemical changes

10

Infection and response
Particle model

11

Organic chemistry
Waves
Inheritance
Homeostasis

What have we been doing…?
Dr Blas:

Mrs Francis:
8.3B have been working really hard this term. They've carried out some excellent practical
work, including testing leaves for starch, investigating the effect of temperature on solubility
& separating sand from salt.
10.1 Chemists have been busy developing their titration skills & learning how to produce a
soluble salt from a metal oxide & acid.
9.3B have been plugging away at balancing chemical equations - not an easy concept, but
they've all given it a really good go.
11.1 Biologists have been learning all about the structure of DNA. There have some been
some really interesting questions & discussions arising from their work. Well done 11.1,
keep up the hard work.

Dr Saadat
Year 10 have completed a chemistry required
practical to prepare a salt from insoluble copper
oxide and an acid. The students added the copper
oxide to sulfuric acid. The reaction that takes place is
a neutralisation reaction and the products were
water and copper sulphate. The students evaporated
the water and were left with
copper sulphate crystals.

Years 7 and have been preparing microscope slides and observing and drawing onion cells.
They also labelled any cell organelles they could see and worked out what magnification
they were using.

Mr Inchley and the STEM Club
Pupil numbers in our STEM club have grown
considerably since the first week; we now have 10
STEM Experts. So far pupils have built many
different contraptions such as Fire alarms, Voice
activated sirens, many helicopters, a water detection alarm & light system. Year 9 Pupils
have been collaborating to build our model V8 engine and we had the pistons firing last
lesson with the first main chamber completed.
From after half term pupils will be starting our Bronze CREST award project, and we will be
working on creating a model and presentation to demonstrate renewable energy sources,
Electric/Solar powered cars and better homes for the elderly.

Year 11 Science intervention sessions.
Tuesday 3.15-4.15 pm: Biology R14, Chemistry R10
Thursday 3.05-4.05 pm: Chemistry R10, Physics R36
Monday 1.20-1.50 pm: Biology R9
Thursday 1:20-1:50 pm: Any Science Room 10

KMA LIBRARY

We have been busy in the KMA
Library!
We now have a ‘Wishing Book
Well’ where students can
request a book of their choice
and we will aim to get it in our
library.
So here are just a few requests
we have managed to supply so
far:

WE ARE RECRUITING
STUDENT
LIBRARIANS…
ARE YOU:
*A DARING DEFENDER OF BOOKS,
LIBRIARIES AND LIFELONG
LEARNING?
*A PROTECTOR OF
HARDWORKING, PLEASANT
STUDENTS?
*COMMITTED TO BEING A POSITIVE AND FIERCE
CHANGE AGENT WITHIN OUR SCHOOL, THIS
COUNTRY, THE UNIVERSE?
*A SUPER SUPPORTER OF INTELLECTUAL
CURIOSITY AND FREEDOM?
*ENTHUSIASTIC CHAMPION FOR
ATTEMPTING THE UNKNOWN,
TEAMWORK, CREATIVITY AND
SHAMELESS SHARING?
*A LOVEr of Independent LEARNING AND
QUIET?!
If so, look out for the vacancy signs around the
school and pick up an application form from Ms
Clarke
Interview dates to be advised

Dear All,
I hope you are well.
The Learning South Leicestershire School Sports Partnership have created
some newsletters inserts for parents/ carers for each month of 2021. The newsletters are
designed to give parents a basic understanding of well-being. They include links to websites
for more detailed information and helplines/further support.
The inserts have been designed so they can easily incorporate in school newsletters or sent
out separately. They are one/two sides of A4, it would be brilliant if they could be included
in your school newsletter communications.
The newsletters based are on the following topics:
October 2021- Physical Activity
November 2021- Importance of Sleep
December 2021- Internet Safety
To access the newsletter inserts please click on the link below:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ubm8kPjNd1M89GWSeG7YWsNF2ftd3kSU/view?usp=shar
ing
We are in the process of creating some additional newsletter inserts for January 2022-July
2022. As soon as they are complete, I will send them to you.
If you have any questions or problems accessing the newsletter inserts, please let me know.
Kind regards,

Primary School Visits

Miss Melling and I have been warmly welcomed into five feeder primary schools during
September and October (Kibworth, Church Langton, Foxton, Billesdon and Fleckney). We
have been pleased to meet both Year 5 & 6 pupils prior to the 31st of October deadline for
submitting secondary school applications. We received brilliant feedback about the Open
Evening, and pupils with siblings already at Kibworth Mead were full of positive stories to
share with their friends. We talked about the differences between primary and secondary
schools and welcomed hundreds of questions - they were fascinated by the clubs available,
the later lunchtime, the thumb print system and the student planners. They also gave us
their wishes and worries – the worries were mostly centred around making friends, fitting in
and knowing who to talk to if they were worried or unhappy. Lots of wishes involved
trampolining and full access to the 3G pitch!
Kindest regards
Mrs Curran
Principal
North Mead Primary Academy

CARDBOARD NEEDED!
We need donations of cardboard for work we will be doing in Art after half
term. Shoes boxes, Amazon boxes and cereal packets are perfect.
Nothing too thick, as students need to be able to get scissors through it.
So instead of putting card in your recycling - please think of us!

